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Charles Hoessle, director of the St. Louis Zoological Park, loaned the Zoo's early records and
scrapbooks to the Western Historical Manuscript Collection for microfilming on April 12,
1985. Mr. Hoessle loaned additional scrapbooks for microfilming on February 14, 1989.

A city ordinance officially established the St. Louis Zoo on 77 acres in Forest Park on
December 13, 1913. However, its origins can be traced to the founding of Forest Park in
1874. Scattered, improvised housing for the display of a few animals was built there during
the next 20 years. In 1904, the Louisiana Purchase Exposition included as a major exhibit a
huge, wire-mesh aviary built by the Smithsonian Institution. Left standing after the fair, the
aviary proved to be the catalyst in sparking civic interest in a permanent zoo.

The five-member Zoological Board of Control held its first meeting on December 26, 1913,
under the chairmanship of St. Louis Park Commissioner Dwight F. Davis. Other members
included St. Louis Mayor Henry W. Kiel, James Y. Player, Robert H. Keiser and George H.
Dieckman, a broker who had used his own money to purchase animals for exhibit in the park.
In November 1916, St. Louis voters approved a 1/5 mill tax and the Zoo became the first in
the world to be so supported.

The board appointed George Vierheller as Zoo director in 1919, beginning a 40-year career
which led to the Zoo's growth from infancy to the position of a world famous institution.
Marlin Perkins, who became director in 1960, began his career at the Zoo in 1926.

Zoo construction landmarks from 1917 through 1941 include: Chain of Lakes and Seal Basin;
Bear Pits with geologically accurate reproductions of Mississippi River limestone palisades;
Primate House; Reptile House and Small Mammal Wing; Bird House and Wing; Antelope
House with man-made boulders reproducing granite outcroppings at Graniteville, Missouri;
Barless Animal Units with moats, landscaped yards, Anthropoid Ape House, and Chimpanzee
Arena and Addition.

SCOPE AND CONTENT

The records document the evolution of Zoo philosophy from providing entertainment to
educating the public and preserving animal species. The collection is divided into four series:

1. Administrative Records, 1917-1940; 
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2. Scrapbooks, 1910-1941; 
3. Scrapbooks, 1945-1963.
4. Scrapbooks, 1962-1984

SERIES DESCRIPTIONS

SERIES 1- ADMINISTRATIVE RECORDS, 1917-1940. FOLDERS 1-62.

Includes annual reports, 1917-1941; Zoological Board of Control Minutes, 1913-1941
(additional board of control minutes are included in series 3); correspondence, 1915, 1930;
Payroll records, 1920; an incomplete run of issues of the publication, St. Louis Zoo, 1930-
1935.

SERIES 2 - SCRAPBOOKS, 1910-1941. VOLUMES 1-11.

Includes newsclippings scrapbooks. Arranged chronologically.

SERIES 3 - SCRAPBOOKS, 1945-1963. VOLUMES 1-14.

Includes newsclippings scrapbooks. Arranged chronologically. Includes Zoological Board of
Control Meeting Minutes, April 27, 1945-December 5, 1968. The volume number indicated
by parenthesis reflects the original number assigned by the donor.

SERIES 4 - SCRAPBOOKS, 1962-1984

The volume numbers reflect the original number assigned by the donor.
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SERIES 1 - ADMINISTRATIVE RECORDS, 1917-1940. FOLDERS 1-62.

1. Annual Report, April, 1917 
2. Annual Report, April, 1918
3. Annual Report, April, 1919
4. Annual Report, April, 1920
5. Annual Report, April, 1921
6. Annual Report, April, 1922
7. Annual Report, April, 1923
8. Annual Report, April, 1924
9. Annual Report, April, 1925
10. Annual Report, April, 1926
11. Annual Report, April, 1927
12. Annual Report, April, 1928
13. Annual Report, April, 1929
14. Annual Report, April, 1930
15. Annual Report, April, 1931
16. Annual Report, April, 1932



17. Annual Report, April, 1933
18. Annual Report, April, 1934
19. Annual Report, April, 1935
20. Annual Report, April, 1936
21. Annual Report, April, 1937
22. Annual Report, April, 1938
23. Annual Report, April, 1939
24. Annual Report, April, 1940
25. Zoological Board of Control Minutes, Dec. 1913 -March 1918
26. Zoological Board of Control Minutes, Apr. 1918 -March 1920
27. Zoological Board of Control Minutes, Apr. 1920 -March 1922
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28. Zoological Board of Control Minutes, Apr. 1922 -March 1923 
29. Zoological Board of Control Minutes, May 1923 -March 1924 
30. Zoological Board of Control Minutes, Apr. 1924 -March 1925 
31. Zoological Board of Control Minutes, Apr. 1925 -March 1926 
32. Zoological Board of Control Minutes, Apr. 1926 -March 1927 
33. Zoological Board of Control Minutes, Apr. 1927 -April 1927 
34. Zoological Board of Control Minutes, Apr. 1928 -March 1929 
35. Zoological Board of Control Minutes, Apr. 1929 -March 1930 
36. Zoological Board of Control Minutes, Apr. 1930 -March 1931
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37. Zoological Board of Control Minutes, Apr. 1931 -March 1932 
38. Zoological Board of Control Minutes, Apr. 1932 -February 1933 
39. Zoological Board of Control Minutes, Apr. 1933 -February 1934 
40. Zoological Board of Control Minutes, Jun. 1934 -Feb. 1935 
41. Zoological Board of Control Minutes, Apr. 1935 -March 1936 
42. Zoological Board of Control Minutes, May 1936 -February 1937 
43. Zoological Board of Control Minutes, Apr. 1937 -February 1938 
44. Zoological Board of Control Minutes, Apr. 1938 -February 1939 
45. Zoological Board of Control Minutes, May 1939 -January 1940 
46. Zoological Board of Control Minutes, Apr. 1940 -January 1941
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47. Secretary's Report on Finances, May 1930 - Dec. 1930 
48. Secretary's Report on Finances, 1931 
49. Secretary's Report on Finances, 1932 
50. Secretary'sReport on Finances, 1933 
51. Secretary's Report on Finances, 1934 
52. Secretary's Report on Finances, FY Apr 1934-Apr 1935 
53. Secretary's Report on Finances, 1935 
54. Secretary's Report on Finances, 1936 
55. Secretary's Report on Finances, 1937 



56. Secretary's Report on Finances, 1938 
57. Secretary's Report on Finances, 1939 
58. Secretary's Report on Finances , 1940 
59. Correspondence, 1915, 1930 
60. Payroll, January 16-30, 1920 
61. The St. Louis Zoo, 1930-1932 (incomplete) 
62. The St. Louis Zoo, 1933-1935 (incomplete)
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SERIES 2 - SCRAPBOOKS, 1910-1941. VOLUMES 1-11.

1. Scrapbook, 1910 
2. Scrapbook, 1912 
3. Scrapbook, 1912, 1913 
4. Scrapbook, 1913-1921 
5. Scrapbook, 1921-1924, 1926
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6. Scrapbook, 1926-1930 
7. Scrapbook, 1932-1935 
8. Scrapbook, 1934-1936 
9. Scrapbook, 1936-1937 
10. Scrapbook, 1937-1939 
11. Scrapbook, 1939-1941
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SERIES 3 - SCRAPBOOKS, 1945-1963. VOLUMES 1-14.

1. Zoological Board of Control Meeting Minutes, April 27, 1945-February 20, 1953
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2. Zoological Board of Control Meeting Minutes, June 2, 1953-December 5, 1968
3. Newsclippings Scrapbook (Volume VI), September 1941-May 1945
4. Newsclippings Scrapbook (Volume VII), April 1945-July 1946
5. Newsclippings Scrapbook (Volume VIII), June 1946-March 1948
6. Newsclippings Scrapbook (Volume IX), February 1948-June 1950
7. Newsclippings Scrapbook (Volume X), August 1950-January 1953
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8. Newsclippings Scrapbook (Volume XI), October 1952-April 1955
9. Newsclippings Scrapbook (Volume XII), April 1955-April 1956
10. Newsclippings Scrapbook (Volume XIII), November 1956-February 1958
11. Newsclippings Scrapbook (Volume XIV), February 1958-February 1959
12. Newsclippings Scrapbook (Volume XV), April 1959-May 1960



13. Newsclippings Scrapbook (Volume XVI), May 1960-November 1961
14. Newsclippings Scrapbook (Volume XVII), October 1961- April 1963

SERIES 4 - SCRAPBOOKS, 1962-1984
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Volumes 24-37
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Volumes 38-46
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Volumes 47-55
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