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In 1941, a group of theological seminary students, both African Americans and White, began
the committee of Racial Equality at the University of Chicago. They met every Saturday
afternoon on campus. The members of the group were primarily concerned about the cause of
peace. They had followed with keen interest the Gandhi movement in India and were greatly
influenced in their thinking by the power of the nonviolent method as expounded by Gandhi
and as practiced by the Indian National Congress.

The St. Louis chapter of CORE started in 1947 with a guest speaker named Bernice Fisher.
She galvanized the group into action that was destined to alter the racial climate of St. Louis.
Fisher resided in St. Louis and worked as an organizer for the United Wholesale and
Distribution Workers of America, which later became the Teamsters Union. She was
instrumental in the early discussions held at Irvin and Maggie Dagen's home. The meetings
consisted of a diverse group of people, who would be responsible for integrating Washington
University, and most St. Louis' public accommodations.

SCOPE AND CONTENT

This collection documents CORE's history, political activities, and service to the community.
The records include correspondence, transcripts, oral history tapes, and photographs.

SERIES DESCRIPTIONS

Series 1 Core's History, 1941-1957, f. 1. 
Series 2 Correspondence, 1954-1957, f. 2. Arranged chronologically. 
Series 3 Fairgrounds Park Incident, f. 3
Series 4 Irvin Dagen articles from the St. Louis Argus, f. 4
Series 5 Publications, 1951-1999, f. 5. Arranged chronologically.
Series 6 Transcripts, f. 6-31, Arranged alphabetically.
Series 7 Photographs, f. 32-35. Arranged chronologically.
Series 8 Tapes. Arranged chronologically. 

FOLDER LISTING

Box 1

Series One - CORE'S History

http://shs.umsystem.edu/manuscripts
mailto:shsresearch@umsystem.edu


1. CORE'S History, 1941-1957

Series Two - Correspondence
2. Correspondence, 1954-2000

Series Three - Fairgrounds Park Incident
3. Fairgrounds Park Incident, 1949 by George Schermer

Series Four - Irvin Dagen articles from the St. Louis Argus
4. Articles from the St. Louis Argus by Irvin Dagen

Series Five - Publications
5. Publications, 1951-1999

Box 2

Series Six - Transcripts

6. Joe Ames
7. Joyce Best
8. Steve Best
9. William K. Crosby
10. Irvin and Maggie Dagen
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661.5 Irvin and Maggie Dagen, August 26, 1995
661.6 Irvin and Maggie Dagen, August 26, 1995
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