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This school is a pioneer – frontier founders. 

Your home a frontier. 

Land here farms from Indian days. 

Land frontiers disappearing. 

Deserts – mountainsides. 

Little citizens. 

Great milestones. 

Finished task. 

Job done – intellectual group. 

Confidence in yourself. 

Enthusiasm. 

Accept responsibility. 

Team work. 

Pioneer program. 

Ozarks 10,000 years lifted heads. 

Heart of America. 

Many frontiers yet to conquer. 

Aeroplane, radio, wirephoto, zeppelins, automobiles, stratospheric balloons. 

Smashing new frontiers. 

Chemistry performing miracles. 

Utilizing waste products of farms. 

Synthetic chemistry producing substitute foods. 

Ether power in this room. 

Energy in the atom. 

Power of the sun’s rays. 
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Use of waste in forests. 

Yes, many near frontiers for the J.C. Nichols class of 1936.  Some of you may 
become physicians, giving to the world greater wonders of surgical achievement, and 
prolonging the lives of the human race, eliminating some of the terrible scourges to 
which humanity is subject; controlling the growth and height of human beings; and by 
medical science developing the faculties of the human mind.  Here is also a frontier. 

The field of psychology, divining and directing the thoughts of mankind. 

New wonders in the field of science – cooling of homes and insulating them from 
the cold of winter. 

Artificial ventilation bringing new health to the human race. 

Television – making it possible to sit in your own home and see and hear the 
events taking place all over the world. 

Colored photography in moving pictures – making it possible to visit the far-flung 
corners of the world while sitting in your own living room. 

Predicting and forecasting every change in the weather many weeks or months in 
advance. 

Penetration of the stratosphere, and thus perhaps bringing New York and Los 
Angeles within a few hours of each other. 

Crossing the Atlantic Ocean in a day. 

Yes, you have told in your program of the Herculean achievement of the 
American pioneers, and yet, you are graduating tonight at the dawn of a new era of 
achievement, and the opportunity to claim new frontiers of achievement far beyond the 
Pacific frontier which at one time was the goal of the pioneers of our country. 

It is great to live in this age! 

You have the advantage of all the hard-won knowledge; the accumulated wealth 
of the generations who have gone before you.  Now, it’s up to you to use this great 
heritage to make your lives more useful in making this world a better place in which to 
live.  You have a starting point which would have amazed and confounded those pioneers 
whose lives you commemorate tonight. 

During your lives the Arctic and the Antarctic may become popular visiting 
places as a result of the hardy expeditions of men such as Admiral Byrd. 

There are frontiers to conquer in music, art, and other amenities of life.  You have 
unlimited opportunities to bring joy into life. 

The building of our great art gallery was just as great an achievement in our day 
as the staking of a claim by your forefathers on Kansas prairie, carrying the rim of 
civilization westward. 

The recent establishment of our great Kansas City University is as great an 
accomplishment as the conquering of the Kentucky forests. 
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The movement of freight barges on the Missouri River last summer not only 
recalls the steamboat days of long ago and the caravans over the Santa Fe Trail, but it 
marshals a new day of transportation into the Middle West – another frontier conquered. 

Let no one in this class feel that the opportunities have passed.  Your minds have 
just begun to develop, and there are new frontiers to conquer.  It is your chance to 
achieve splendid things in the future.  The world is moving more rapidly than ever 
before.  Think within how few years this school has risen upon this hill!  Within how few 
years these surrounding homes have become enshrouded with trees and shrubs, and 
mellowed into beauty and a nice order of things. 

How quickly have your friends in this school been formed?  Perhaps you little 
men and women in this class tonight will never again be all assembled together in one 
group.  Your lives may take some of you to the far corners of the earth.  May the 
inspiration of this evening go with you.  You will never forget the kind and thoughtful 
teaching of Miss O’Connell and her splendid faculty.  As you grow older the love and 
sacrifices of your parents in providing you this opportunity, and those to follow, will be 
more and more appreciated. 

Every boy and girl on this stage tonight has a responsibility to every other one in 
your class.  To your dying day the memory of the class of 1936 will be a happy one.  You 
will all be proud when you hear of the success of your class members. 

Some of you may rise high to leadership in our government, helping to direct the 
affairs of our nation and helping to perpetuate the glories of our republic. 

You have fought hard in the J.C. Nichols School; in the classroom; on the athletic 
field; in music; in literature; and other activities. 

Every father and mother in this room tonight is proud that you have finished this 
first lap in the race you are running, and yet your race is only begun.  Four years of high 
school, and another touchdown; perhaps four to six years of college for many of you, and 
again the ringing of the bells celebrating a job well done and the launching of your lives 
on a sea of new opportunities – new frontiers to be fought for and won. 

Yes, you will be the pioneers with a surgical instrument in your hand; a testing 
tube; or a book of law, to take the place of the rifle of Daniel Boone, or the ship of state 
to replace the prairie schooner of the Santa Fe Trail. 

If anything I can say will stir you little men and women to greater determination 
to make your lives more useful, to build greater cities; greater states, and a greater nation, 
to be of more service to your families; your friends; your neighbors, and to the human 
race, I am well repaid. 

For many years I have had the honor to meet with the graduating classes of the 
J.C. Nichols School.  Its graduates are even now becoming scattered to the far places of 
the world, but through the years I have no doubt they still remember the night they stood 
in your place as you will remember through the years, with a tear in your eye and a 
clutching of your heart; the fight you made to conquer this first frontier of your life, as 
exemplified by the pioneer fighting spirit you have described so well in your program 
tonight; and may none of us ever forget the many years we have spent together in this 
school among its many fine teachers, and in the midst of this lovely neighborhood of 
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beautiful homes cherished by your fathers and mothers, and may we all do our part to 
build a more beautiful and a greater Kansas City. 

The J.C. Nichols Company Records (KC106) – Speech JCN036 

Arguably Jesse Clyde Nichols (1880-1950) was the single most influential individual to the 
development of metropolitan Kansas City.  Moreover his work, ideas, and philosophy of city planning and 
development had far-reaching impact nationally – so much so that the Urban Land Institute has established 
the J.C. Nichols Prize for Visionary Urban Development to recognize a person or a person representing an 
institution whose career demonstrates a commitment to the highest standards of responsible development. 

Nichols’ objective was to “develop whole residential neighborhoods that would attract an element 
of people who desired a better way of life, a nicer place to live and would be willing to work in order to 
keep it better.”  The Company under Nichols and his son, Miller Nichols (1911- ), undertook such ventures 
as rental housing, industrial parks, hotels, and shopping centers.  Perhaps the most widely recognized 
Nichols Company developments are the Country Club District and the Country Club Plaza Shopping 
Center, reportedly the first shopping area in the United States planned to serve those arriving by automobile 
rather than trolley car. 

The J.C. Nichols Company Records (KC106) contains both personal and business files concerning 
J.C. Nichols' private and business life.  Included are personal correspondence, family related material, and 
speeches and articles written by him.  Business and financial files pertain to actions of the Company, 
including information about different developments and the securing of art objects;  and printed materials 
produced by and about the Company. 


